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Sons of Norway 

  A Future Home?  

On August 19, Vonheim members were 

given a tour of Norway House in the after-

noon and evening. Norway House has 

launched Phase 1 of the development plan 

for the block they share with Mindekirken. 

They have planned for a bit more than $2 

million in funds to acquire all properties on 

the block. Mindekirken has bought a couple 

of houses. Norway House has bought one 

house and has negotiated for removal of a 

Laundromat where Phase 2 will be built. 

  

They have begun a remodeling of the former 

Wings Financial Building. The building is 

only 10 years old, so  the second floor will be 

left mostly as is, with office space leased out 

to generate revenues. Concordia Language 

Village (home of Skogfjorden Norwegian 

summer camp) has their Minneapolis staff 

in an office here. Augustana and Luther are 

also looking at placing recruiting offices 

here for the Twin Cities. 

  

About $800,000 is being spent to renovate 

the rest of the building to be suitable for 

hosting a variety of Norwegian-American 

organization needs. They plan to have a 

commercial kitchen adjacent to an area that 

can be subdivided for different size groups. 

This phase is expected to be complete by 

Syttende Mai in 2015. 

  

Phase 2 is an event center that will be done 

for about $8 million. Weddings at Minde-

kirken would have a banquet hall for a re-

ception.   The Event Center will have a 

Norwegian-American restaurant open to the 

public as well as a Gift Shop (Ingebretsen’s, 

for example). Vesterheim will be part of the 

project and have traveling exhibits here. 

Seen from the street, the Event Center will 

remind one of a sailing ship, like those that 

brought the first Norwegian emigrants to 

America. 

  

There is a current fund drive with $350,000 

in matching money for donations. There are 

challenges to raising about $11 million, but 

they point out that the American Swedish 

Institute launched their project after having 

to raise nearly $35 million. We will have a 

facility that can be home to many Norwe-

gian-American groups and activities for a 

relatively modest total cost. It was pointed 

out that this facility is all of ours. There are 

many Norwegian-American groups in the 

Twin Cities that can  benefit from the mem-

bership focus that a central cultural and 

event center can bring. Vonheim was in-

strumental in providing a significant fund-

ing for this project. We hope to be able to 

find a way to play a role in rekindling the 

growth of Norwegian-American groups in 

the Twin Cities. 

Tusen Takk 

Merle Tingelstad 
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   Our Annual Potluck Dinner  

November 18  
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 

Mpls. at 6:30 p.m.  

Pull out your favorite 

recipe and share the 

dish with your fellow 

lodge members.  

Vonheim has so many 

talented cooks; it makes 

this event delightful. 

 

An interesting program 

is being planned.  

    
  

 
  
 

  



(Most meetings at the Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd, 4801 France Ave. So., Mpls. The 

meeting room is downstairs and wheelchair-

accessible, including elevators). Board meetings 

one hour prior.   
 . 
September 16—6:30pm Member Recognition     
Dinner, LCGS, Mpls.  
October 21—6:30pm Torsk Dinner, LCGS, Mpls. 
November 18—6:30pm Potluck Dinner, LCGS, 
Mpls. 
December 16—6:30pm Julebord , LCGS, Mpls. 
January 18, February 15, March 15—2pm Vonheim 
Meeting, American Swedish Institute, Minneapolis.  

  

COMING EVENTS 

Vonheim Saga (Permit #2101) is the official publication of 

Vonheim Lodge #1-108 Sons of Norway. It is published 11 

times a year by Vonheim Lodge #1-108, 1491 Dodd Road, 

Mendota Heights, MN 55118. Non-profit bulk permit paid 

at Minneapolis, Minnesota. Annual membership in Von-

heim Lodge includes subscription to this newsletter.  
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 Scandinavian Family Festival 

 

The showcase concert for this 2 day festival 

was held at 7pm on Saturday, August 23 at 

the MacPhail Center for Music in Minnea-

polis. Vonheim was the event sponsor and 

received written and verbal acknowledge-

ment of this sponsorship at the concert. 

 

The MacPhail Center is on the block adja-

cent to Washington Avenue and located sev-

eral blocks to the west of the Guthrie. Safe 

and convenient parking was no problem, 

costing $2 for 3 hours just across Washing-

ton. 

 

Check out the Vonheim page on Facebook 

for pictures of the event! It was a refreshing 

blend of Norwegian-American with Minne-

sota heritage. Music, storytelling, song and 

dance were all represented including pieces 

from Finnish, Ukrainian, French Voyageur, 

Lakota Indian and Minnesota Logging 

Camps. Everyone attending enjoyed the 

program and some became fans of music 

they hadn't heard elsewhere. 

Watch for this festival in 2015 and be sure 

to get it on your calendar. It is great enter-

tainment, easy to access and especially af-

fordable for the over 55 crowd at $5. We are 

pleased to have been able to support this 

type of cultural event, and we hope to see 

you there next year! 

International Convention 

 Update 
 

 The  newly elected officers are 

Pres  John Tehven, VP  Ron 

Stubbings, Sec. Dan Rude and 

Treas. Ray Knutson.  

Spielberg to Direct Dahl Book  

The works of beloved Norwegian- British children’s 

book author, Roald Dahl, have made for several suc-

cessful film adaptations, including “Mathilda,” 

“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,” “James and the 

Giant Peach” and “Fantastic Mr. Fox.” In 2015 an-

other of Dahl’s books, “The BFG” (The Big Friendly 

Giant) will receive the Hollywood treatment under 

the direction of Steven Spielberg and the writing of 

“E.T.” screenwriter Melissa Mathison. “’The BFG’ 

has enchanted families and their children for more 

than three decades,” said Spielberg in a statement. 

“We are honored that the Roald Dahl estate has en-

trusted us with this classic story.”  

Dahl’s family is keen to see the story of a young or-

phan girl who befriends a friendly giant brought to 

life. Luke Kelly, grandson of Dahl and incoming 

managing director of the writer’s literary estate, 

says “[we] are both delighted that Steven Spielberg 

will bring his inventive genius to directing the story 

of the BFG and that one of Roald’s most beloved sto-

ries and characters will be brought to the screen in 

2016 – a year when we will be celebrating Roald 

Dahl’s centenary!”  

Dahl’s favorite amongst his own works, “The BFG” 

was originally published in 1982 and contains illus-

trations by Quentin Blake. In a humorous twist, 

Blake struggled to settle on the right style of shoes 

for the BFG to wear – in the end, Dahl sent him one 

of his own Norwegian sandals to inspire him. Today, 

the sandal is on display at the Roald Dahl Museum 

and Story Centre in the UK.  
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Vonheim Annual Torsk Dinner 
 
When:  Tuesday, October 21st 

 

Where:  Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,  

  48th & France  

 

Time:  6:30 p.m.  

 

Cost:  $15 for adults, $7 for those under 12  

 

 This is a fundraiser for language camp 

scholarships. 

 

For reservations call:  

 Erling Husby at (651) 484-5780 

 Bob Hagen at (952) 920-2602  

 Don Stumne (763) 557-9742  

Order your October 21st Dinner Tickets by Mail 

 
Name______________________________________________ 

 

Address____________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip Code _____________________________________________________ 

 

Number Adult @ $15______________-  Number Child @ $7____________________ 

 

Along with self-addressed stamped envelope, mail to 

 

Merle Tingelstad 

13636 Marigold Street NW 

Andover, MN 55304-7500 
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  Membership Appreciation Dinner 

 
Join us to celebrate and recognize our members’ achievements. 

September 16th at 6:30pm at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd at 48th 

and France in Minneapolis.  Dinner is $7.per person  (about half the real cost for 

the night, with Vonheim picking up the balance.) 

 

The Roast Turkey dinner is being catered by Magnolia's Restaurant in St. Paul. 

Because it is catered, we need to commit to a headcount when ordering. We 

would like everyone that plans to attend to call  Erling Husby at (651) 484-5780 

or Bob Hagen at (952) 920-2602 or Don Stumne 763-557-9742 by Sunday       

September 14 

 

"Norwegians in the Middle of Nowhere," presented by Magne Hatlevik of Minde-

kirken.  This program is one of the biggest success stories in modern TV history 

in Norway with an average of 1.2 million viewers.  It shows places where you 

wouldn't believe anyone dares to live.  But some Norwegians like to live in spec-

tacular remote places, far from the noise of urban life. 


