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 Tuesday, May 17, 6:30pm 

Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd 

 

Celebrating  Syttende Mai! 

 
Join us as we celebrate the 17th of 

May holiday known as the Norwegian 

Constitution Day or Norwegian Na-

tional Day. 

 

We will be presenting the historical 

context surrounding the formation of 

the Norwegian Constitution. Video 

will be shown of modern day celebra-

tions in Oslo, Norway, the home of the 

Royal Family. We will also learn more 

about how the day is celebrated in 

small communities in Norway, in 

Stoughton, Wisconsin and here in 

Minneapolis. 

 

 

Children of Norway 

have put together a 

special music video 

to honor the        

holiday. 

 

Cake and refresh-

ments follow! 

        Syttende Mai  

 

The 4th of July date has become syn-

onymous with the holiday, Independ-

ence Day.  Some people don’t even 

know what or why they are celebrat-

ing it. The 17th of May or Syttende 

Mai, is often celebrated without appre-

ciation of its actual roots 

as Grunnlovsdagen (Constitution Day) 

or as it has evolved into Nasjonaldagen 

(Norway’s National Day). 

 

In Minneapolis, we are fortunate to 

have a couple of grand celebrations in 

honor of the day. One takes place two 

days earlier this year on Sunday, May 

15 at Mindekirken. If you haven’t par-

ticipated before this is a fun way to en-

joy your heritage. There is a Norwe-

gian church service, Glee Club male 

chorus, a folketog flag parade, bunads, 

music and dancers.  

 

We are also home to the Syttende Mai 

Minnesota Committee celebration on 

May 17, at the Minnesota Valley Coun-

try Club in Bloomington. This is a $60 

event with the Norwegian Consulate. A 

surf and turf dinner is included along 

with the program. 

  

You can also join Vonheim for a fun 

evening to honor the May 17 holiday 

and learn more about the celebration. 

                  Tusen Takk   

                  Merle Tingelstad  



 Meetings are held at Lutheran Church of 

the Good Shepherd, 4801 France Ave. So., 

Mpls. The meeting room is downstairs and 

wheelcchair-accessible, including eleva-

tors).   

       

 May 17th 6:30 PM Lodge mtg 

 June 21st 6:30 PM Lodge mtg 

 June 26th Scandinavian Summer Fest 

 July 26th Picnic at Waubun Park 

COMING EVENTS 
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Vonheim Lodge Meeting Notes   

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

  

20 members and guests attended our meet-

ing and program. A brief meeting included 

discussion of scholarships with all campers 

so far going to Skogfjorden, but a strong 

wish for the lodge to begin using its alloca-

tion of weeks to Masse Moro.  We an-

nounced May 15 activities by Mindelirken 

and May 17 by Syttende Mai Minnesota. 

Vonheim will have its own celebration at 

our regular meeting on May 17 with a pro-

gram focused on the history and current day 

celebration of May 17 in Norway and Nor-

wegian-American communities. We are 

planning an Ice Cream Social event for our 

June meeting. The Scandinavian Festival is 

at Minnehaha Park on the last Sunday in 

June. Our Wabun Park picnic is on the 26th 

of June featuring Capps BBQ chicken and 

ribs. 

 

We enjoyed a delightful program on the 

Statue of Liberty provided by David Jones. 

“Liberty Enlightening the World “ brain-

child of French statesman, Edouard de     

Laboulaye, was proposed as a gift of the 

French to the American republic in 1865 af-

ter the civil war. His ideas didn’t gain trac-

tion until the idea was presented to sculp-

tor,   

 joyed a delightful program on the Statue of 

Liberty provided by David Jones. “Liberty 

Enlightening the World “ brainchild of 

French statesman, Edouard de Laboulaye, 

was proposed as a gift of the French to the 

American republic in 1865 after the civil 

war. His ideas didn’t gain traction until the 

idea was presented to sculptor, Frederic Au-

guste Bartholdi at one of many parties. 

Long periods of time and fundraising obsta-

cles stood in the way. Young Gustave Eiffel 

(before fame for his tower) designed the 

support structure for the statue. America 

had to raise funds for the pedestal and 

found a lack of interest The right arm and 

torch had been built, shipped 

then displayed in Philadelphia and spent 7 

years in Madison Square Park to raise ped-

estal funds before newspaperman Joseph 

Pulitzer came up with the means. The 

statue was officially dedicated in 1886. It 

was interesting to learn that Lady Liberty 

was not associated with immigration until 

some time after many Europeans entered 

the USA by ship to Ellis Island in New York 

harbor passing closely by Liberty Island. 

The statue became one of the early visual 

images of their new home. It later was im-

mortalized in 1903 in a poem “The New Co-

lossus” by Emma Lazarus- "Give me your 

tired, your poor, your huddled masses 

yearning to breathe free…" 

  

Ole: 
WHEN OLE came to America from Norway, he was ex-

tremely nervous when it came time to apply for citizen-

ship. He approached the judge who gave the exam and 

confessed, "Yudge . . . I don't speak Englesk so purtly 

good . . . I am yust a poor uneducated Norvegian. I'm 

afraid about taking de citizen testing. 

"Don't you vorry, Ole . . . we going make you a citizen of 

Junited States sure as my name is Yudge Bjorn Torvald-

son." [Pna 225] 

OLE AND Lena's Sons of Norway chapter had a guest 

speaker who was a science professor at St. Olaf College in 

Northfield, Minnesota. The professor told of advances in 

science that would enable an apartment owner to heat an 

entire apartment building for a whole year with just one 

lump of coal. Ole turned to Lena and snorted, 

"Who's he kidding? Our landlord has been doing that for 

years." [Rsn 62] 

 

Posted on the Ole & Lena website. 
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     Viking ship ready for voyage to Duluth 
By John Myers  

A 115-foot oaken sailing craft with an ominous dragon for a figurehead has set sail from Haugesund, Norway on Sun-

day, April 25th en route to Duluth and other North American ports timed for summer festivals. 

  

The Draken Harald Hårfagre, which also has 25 pair of giant oars for those calm North Sea days, will be part of Du-

luth's Tall Ships Festival arriving about Aug. 18. 

The hand-constructed ship, said to be the largest Viking ship built in modern times, is being sailed in celebration of 

what some say was the first transatlantic crossing by Leif Erikson and the Viking arrival in the New World more 

than a thousand years ago. 

The ship has a crew of 32 picked from nearly 4,000 volunteers from several nations. Festivities for the journey 

started Saturday with a traditional dragon's head festival in Haugesund. Tradition says the dragon will help protect 

the crew from sea monsters and other perils. 

Jerry Jacobsen of Milaca, Minn. was in Haugesund for the weekend festivities on a trip that started with his growing 

interest in his family's Norwegian genealogy. After his first trip to Norway two years ago, Jacobsen said he felt 

pulled to return for the Draken Harald Hårfagre event. 

"I happened up on the story of the Viking ship Draken Harald and for some unexplained reason, I felt I had to be 

here," Jacobsen said in an e-mail interview with the News Tribune Sunday. 

Jacobsen said the send-off event, held in a national park on Karmony Island, "was celebrated in Viking traditions. 

Many people wore Viking costumes and even entertained the crowd with Viking music. ... It was an inspirational 

event, even without the benefit of speaking Norwegian." 

Jacobsen said the ship is equipped with modern navigation, communication and safety equipment but otherwise re-

mained true to ancient Viking shipbuilding traditions. 

"All the workmanship on the ship followed traditional Viking building practices,'' he noted. "Even the ropes now on 

the ship were handmade." 

The Draken Harald Hårfagre — loosely translated, Dragon Harald Fairhair — is 26 feet wide with a 78-foot tall 

Douglas fir mast and 284 square yards of silk sail. 

Construction of the ship and the voyage to Vinland, the Viking name for North America, are the brainchild of Norwe-

gian entrepreneur Sigurd Aase. 

Construction started in 2010 and the ship has been undergoing sea trials since 2013. 

The Draken Harald Hårfagre is scheduled to arrive in Reykjavik, Iceland about May 3 and Quqortoq, Greenland by 

May 16. In addition to Duluth the ship has scheduled visits to St. Antonym, Newfoundland, Quebec City, Toronto, 

Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Bay City Mich., Chicago, Green Bay, Oswego, N.Y. and New York City. 

To follow the voyage go to drakenexpeditionamerica.com. 

http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/users/john-myers-0
http://drakenexpeditionamerica.com/
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Tuesday, June 21, 6:30pm 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 

Ice Cream Social! 

Bingo and Conversation 

 
Enjoy the beginning of summer with us. Join us as we 

play Bingo. 

We will have ice cream along with your favorite top-

pings as we learn more about fellow members through 

guided conversations. 

 
 


